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REALITY
REALITY RT40L101-POS
| $2599 |  

LCD TV

Best budget LCD yet!
WE CAN TRY TO BE COY AND WAIT TILL THE END OF THE REVIEW TO TELL
YOU THIS IS A ‘MUST HAVE’ TV, BUT WE JUST CAN’T HELP OURSELVES. FIND
OUT WHY...

If you’d told us last issue you 
could buy a high-quality 40 inch 
LCD screen for less than three grand 
we would have laughed in your face. 
We have seen a lot of screens come 
through these offices, and until now 
the ‘budget marvel’ has eluded 
us. Well, no longer. Online retailer, 
Reality, has done its homework and 
come up with a doosie. You can stop 
reading right now when we say, 
“This is the TV you have to buy”.

Hyperbole aside, this is simply an 
awesome television for the money. 
As Reality itself says, why pay two 
or three different companies their 
cut for a TV when you can buy it 
direct?

Reality use an OEM manufacturer 
from Korea which will be familiar to 
SmartHouse readers – it’s the same 
one used by a certain Australian 

five-star winner from last issue…
Build quality is tip-top, with a very 

pleasing (if wide) black bezel and cheese 
grater speakers. The remote is the same 
grey remote slab we’ve seen before, which 
is laid out logically enough.

Socketry has seemingly been overseen 
by Noah, with two each of Scart, component 
and PC (a DVI and an RGB). AV and S-Video 
connections complete the set. One minor 
annoyance we had is that the audio input 
isn’t configurable, meaning a set of audio 
cables for each video source in many cases. 
For example, both DVI and RGB inputs 
require audio from the 3.5mm input. Of 

course, anyone serious about home theatre 
should spend the money they save on this 
TV on a decent 5.1 system. 

The panel itself is Samsung in origin, and 
exhibits excellent picture characteristics. 
Colours are bright and vivid, without being 
lurid, motion is smooth and not at all jerky, 
and contrast is also very good. 

Images from that hoary old chestnut, 
Planet of The Apes were incredibly filmic 
for an LCD, with skin tones a healthy pink 
and fast movement handled with an expert 
touch. Jagged edges aren’t a problem 
either, with the TV’s image processing 
cleaning up any errant jaggies quickly and 
cleanly. At times, the pictures reminded us 

of Pioneer’s excellent $6000 plasma, they 
were that convincing. 

Of course, like other TVs from this 
family, the blacks aren’t a true black but 
very, very dark purple, but during normal 
viewing this is never a problem.

While Samsung readies its eighth-
generation LCD line, at the present time 
you will not get a better deal than this. 
The only reservation we have is that due 
to the online nature of Reality’s business, 
you can’t see this in a shop. And while we 
would normally say, “See it first”, trust 
us when we say this is a phenomenal 
product. While it’s not convenient for 
everybody, Reality does have a showroom 
in North Sydney, if you want to be doubly 
sure. 

There can be no doubting that the Sony 
KLVV40A10 is still the best 40 inch TV 
there is, but it is more than twice the price 
of the Reality. 

The Reality is, without fear nor favour, 
so far the TV bargain of the year!

AGAINST
Against: Blacks not as pure as they 
could be; online sales only

VERDICT
If you’re in the market to get a large 
screen LCD without a large price-tag, 
this is the one to buy

See it:
www.reality.net.au

FOR
Big, bright image; suberb styling; good 
contrast

“HYPERBOLE ASIDE, THIS IS SIMPLY AN
AWESOME TELEVISION FOR THE

MONEY.”
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